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OUT OF THE CHUTE: COWBOY KICKS OFF GALA OPENING 
MISSOULA—
"Cowboy,” a musical about the life of Charles M. Russell, will open May 
2 at 8 p.m. in the Montana Theatre. Written by Jess Gregg with music and 
lyrics by Richard Riddle, "Cowboy" celebrates the completion of the new 
Performing Arts/Radio-TV Center on campus.
In script and song, "Cowboy" captures the legendary spirit of cowboy 
artist Charlie Russell. The story opens as Russell, the cowboy displaced by 
the "spoilers," or homesteaders, is trying to pawn paintings for grubstake. 
Then he meets the woman who believes in his painting, the woman who becomes 
his wife. The Russells move from Montana to New York by way of St. Louis, 
where Russell finds a buying market for his art work. However, cut off from 
the source of his inspiration, Russell quickly discovers he prefers the Big 
Sky to the Big Apple and the Russells return to Montana.
Under the direction of Craig Belknap, a noted New York director, 
"Cowboy" showcases several distinguished talents. Riddle, who wrote the 
lyrics and music, is a UM alumnus now composing in New York. Another UM 
alumnus, well-known cartoonist Stan Lynde, designed the sets for the show. 
Guest actor Rick Thomas came from New York to portray Kid Russell and 




The UM drama/dance department will present "Cowboy" in the Montana 
Theatre May 2-4 and 7-11. For reservations and ticket information call the 
Montana Theatre box office, 243-4581 from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
#
NOTE TO EDITORS: Cast members listed by hometown, role, high school and
parents include:
BUTTE— Melissa Morin, Dynamite, Butte High, William A. Morin and 
Marijane Morin. COLSTRIP— Michael Lewis, sheriff, janitor, clerk and cowboy, 
Great Falls High, Mary Pat Lewis of Colstrip. DARBY— Marie Smith, Addy and 
Lola, Darby High, Ronald and Peggy Smith. DILLON— Adele C. Hansen, Dan's 
Mrs., Beaverhead County High, Richard and Ruth Hansen.
GREAT FALLS— Michael Lewis, sheriff, janitor, clerk and cowboy, Great 
Falls High, Michael Lewis. The following are all graduates of C.M. Russell 
High: Willard Knox, Smitty, John and Janet Knox; Steve Abel, Pretty Freddy
and a cowboy, Carl and Rae Abel; Conner L. Smith, Bullnose and Brother Van, 
Ken and Norine Smith; Deny Staggs, Slim and Territory, Lynda Kexel and Bill 
Kexe 1.
KALISPELL— (all graduates of Flathead High) Jonn M. Jorgensen, Teddy 
Blue, Dave and Nancy Jorgensen; Jennifer Moore, Widow Jax, and Julie Moore, 
Mamie Nancy Cooper, both daughters of Bob Jean Moore. WOLF POINT— William 
S. Yellow Robe, Sleeping Thunder, Wolf Point High, Stanley Yellowrobe and
Mina Yellow Robe.
